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Two days, two sites for Chicago Poetry Fest 

Poetry lovers will get a bonanza of more than 60 readings this weekend at the 2005 Chicago Poetry Fest on the North Side. 

This year, there will be two outdoor events at different locations. The first will be from 3-8 p.m. Saturday in Lincoln Square at Giddings Plaza, 4731 N. Lincoln. The second will be from 2-7:30 p.m. Sunday, held as a block party on Bloomingdale Street from Western to Artesian. 

"Chicago has a thriving poetry scene, rivaled in its energy only by the San Francisco scene during the beat era of the 1960s," said poet C.J. Laity, founder of the festival and event organizer. 

"Some of the freshest poetry in America is coming out of the Windy City, and the Chicago Poetry Fest is a wonderful opportunity to sample this work," Laity said. "There will be over 60 poets featured. It is a very eclectic gathering. A variety of poetic forms and styles will be showcased, everything from the academic to the def. There will be something for everyone." 

The festival will be chock full of special readings. At 6 p.m. Saturday, Gregory O'Toole will read his poetry. O'Toole has received awards for his work from the National Endowment for the Arts and from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 

At 3 p.m. Sunday, Lonna Kingsbury will be featured. 

Some of the participating local poets include Charlie Rossiter, Anna Husain, Bob Rashkow, Glynis Boyd, Shermin Izadpanah, Pam Osbey, Ned Haggard, Dan Stafford, Lorraine Harrell, Lance Eliot Adams, Vito Carli, Malaya Macdonald, Pete Dederick, Daniel Scurek and Carol Anderson. 

Admission to the festival is free. Call (773) 506-8120 or visit www.chicagopoetry.com. 
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